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(2023)

for voice (C#3-B4), vibraphone (F3-F6) and harp

text by R.A. Briggs
commissioned by Jodie Landau



Qbout the Niece

Polycule is a song cycle in miniature. lIts seven songs set seven aphoristic
vignettes about polyamorous life, written by R.A. Briggs. The cycle's title is a
term often used in nonmonogamous circles; a portmanteau of "polyamory"
and "molecule," it refers to a diagram of a group's various romantic
interconnections. The second song is also named after a coinage from the
community: your "metamour" is your partner's partner.

Except where otherwise specified, these songs should be sung in an informal
style, such as indie-pop or jazz cabaret. Pronounce things as you would
when speaking. Amplification is welcome.

Special thanks is due to Danielle Kuntz for her expert feedback on my harp
writing, and to Jodie Landau for being patient while | took all of eternity to
finish this piece.

Intellectual ptop.c':ty

Both the music and the text for Polycule are released under a CC-BY-SA-NC
license. This means that they can be freely shared, remixed and adapted, as
long as the original composer and author are credited, and any derivative
works are released non-commercially under the same Creative Commons
license.



Texts

1. Polycule
| graph the constellations of our ardor.
| adore the confluences of our graph.
2. Metamour

She folds blueberries into my pancakes.
Her husband grins, folded up in my sweater.

3. Kinky

"I'll protect you," | coo
as | lock her into the cage
with her girlfriend.

4. Breakup

We send two sets of sympathy cards
and rearrange the topology of the graph.

5. The Dream

The three of them, locked in a room together for hours,
breathing softly, their fingers busy
with code, an essay, a poem—
co-working.



6. He's met someone new

We need to talk.
| want to know everything
and tease him about everything.
| love it when he blushes.

7. Blooming

If monogamy were a single rose,
the tree of our love would stretch
from Atlanta to Singapore to San Diego,
sheltering flocks of joyous birds.
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1. Polycule
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1. Polycule
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2. Metamour

Syl Susy nq.ni I*I‘
TR 1.. I
2
— p.» o o Onl Q
( E
el
£ u_ £ »- on o
¢ Ly ||
o _ WLy ]
< & .- - BN
I XX i vy
© w
- 2 L 1 L
S N oE i ’ i
(5}
SR .* 5 ?
iy
— o _ On On ‘
e o~ Onl
L . .
] -8 ._
[ e 00 e
s v v
===
~t ~t ~t
~ ~ ~t
s o OR On
] 1 3 ?\\ . gb
?. ﬁ\ . .
— o~ _ o~ On l\
i- M/ M/
— —qwd‘. -a 1..—
. fha -
N ~
~t ~t
o~ o
] ‘ L X ’ﬂ. < . l—
. | O
%) . . ax e
E [[[®* ez ]
=3 Onl S o~ L
o~ = O = L 7
M~ E m L X £ o :% o
© = 5] Il
Il =) _ © _q RO . A_
— c & R 3 =
RONTH RONTH [T
N N NE
\ (
X e} o
S : =

Sy a 21_. %A
& A.T T g
EY g— —v
o[~ | X3 [ . ||
| X3 [ . ||
~t ﬁ o Nt
| X3 o o
_-\do K -8
~ R I 1 TEEY s ey
|
N o Q|| 1o
orSy RSy orSy RS
o[
VR
| #17 ]
ﬁ ;
' e e o o
T .- Pisi o
S i e
N2 E 5T
<3
al s | [
ol S ﬁw AL 2 E
® tL g 1 uﬂvpmJ% ! el e
< Wz |
X 1 3 LY
w ] e
‘W _‘ M/
—’ ,?. 1 .
N L 3 ).
nﬂw
Q Q N
= o ) N )
X 0 o
S > <



my

like an
afterthought

mp

]

sweat-er,

my

—

2. Metamour
fol-ded up

— 3

grins,

ks 3

band

hus

Y 2

&

(7]

ie
T
[7]
[7]

o/

[ 7]

Fg

&

&

(7]

—ss

[ 7]

(7]

‘ T

1

B T

‘g

o [

/

/

P

- A

er.

o o

sweat

rAax
).
=
rAax

G iy v e e v |

hp
VOX
vib
hp



; 2 i.
-
|| < | |
= IO M%. .‘ﬁu
— 9] )
o3
EES
it 2 3 RS
MI
~t hA
ox FAS e e
YOS YOS YOS
Y- N [ )
T ﬂ Q
\ A
Lo
~ 8
EE.N .
[~ gyl N [~ aul [~ gy
Ly Tod
=y w
. o
ol S m 0
L w I VT N
™ — “ L
N T N )
S LT — |
S 3 5 T8 e
e < 2 B SR
o Q < o v
S A o S il
g § '
W =2 e S
= o [
i 2y s a3
O =3 — £
~ x s
I 3 )
— EE o ﬁ RN
OH YOS YOS
N NEe N N
\ (
x o) o
: E =

mp suddenly gentle

o
-

2P
o u®

girl - friend.

with her

the  cage

to

in

T CHwn G o
\ o / \
] <
)
Nl
well &
2p R
oM ~t
¢ ® ) [
T
|
e 'Y
==
D
= v o
s Rty Xy
LW ‘-I\\
N
-~ L) e 2

L

VOX



10

J =60 p wistful

sets of

two

We send

mmm

Q
x

bisbig.

bze
bze

(Y]

=x

of the

the to-po-lo-gy_

P wistful

be

~t
[
N
- -
(Y q O
& .
IS > w
w) —_—
E 13 -
= 7 . 0
o £ W i Qm @)}
:I.m m N S [a)
MR s & =
X9 NG € N
x o) o
2 = =

re - ar - range

and

%

< - L&\ <
THINR & 3
il 5
Y = L
jen ..._L e
m: L)
E 'y B
W) N N
€ N G
AY
X o]
3 E

%




11

4. Breakup
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5. The Dream
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5. The Dream
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5. The Dream
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6. He's met someone new
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7. Blooming
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