Alex lemple

wo \Whitman Songs
(2000, revised 2014

for amplified voice (A3—F5) and plano



Performance Notes

These songs should be sung without vibrato, with the exception of three words
marked “vib.” in the score, The vibrato on these words should be light and subtle, more
like jazz or musical-theater vibrato than operatic or “art song” vibrato. In general, the ideal
vocal style is the flat, informal sound of an indie-pop or bossa-nova singer. The text should
always be clearly understood, and should be pronounced with the natural sounds of the
English language as spoken by the singer. (American singers: please don’t try to sound
British for the sake of “good diction”!) The singer should be ampilified.

Song Texts

1. Locations and Times

Locations and times— what is it in me that meets them all, whenever and wherever, and
makes me at home?
Forms, colors, densities, odors— what is it in me that corresponds with them?

2. When | Heard the Learn’d Astronomer

When | heard the learn’d astronomer;

When the proofs, the figures, were ranged in columns before me;

When | was shown the charts and diagrams, to add, divide, and measure them;

When |, sitting, heard the astronomer, where he lectured with much applause in the
lecture-room,

How soon, unaccountable, | became tired and sick;

Till rising and gliding out, | wander’d off by myself,

In the mystical moist night-air, and from time to time,

Look’d up in perfect silence at the stars.
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2. When | Heard the Leamn'd Astronomer
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