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for seven instruments

commissioned by Present Music, 2026



Instrumentation

flute

clarinet

violin

cello

electric guitar (with chorus & overdrive pedals)
vibraphone (F3-F6)

piano

Notation

x notehead flute: unpitched air sound
strings: bow perpendicularly on any string to create an unpitched noise

[" square brackets 71 indicate the main melody at any given time

About the Piece

As you might guess, 7x7x7 is made mostly of sevens. There are microsevens, like the first bar:
a seven-note chord played seven times by seven instruments, with the notes shuffled around
so that each player plays each one once. There are also macrosevens, like the first half of the
piece: seven sections, each of which follows an accelerating seven-chord progression that
starts off sweet but closes clangorously. Each of those sections also has its own distinctive
musical texture, and later in the piece the textures start stacking, until, just before the end,
there are seven of them sounding at once.

7x7x7 was commissioned for Present Music by Nora Finnigan Werra in honor of the
Wisconsin Woman's Club's 150 Anniversary; and by Mark Van Hecke in honor of Present
Music's 45+ Anniversary.

Intellectual Property

This piece is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike license. This means
that other composers may quote the piece or create derivative works, as long as they credit
me (Alex Temple) for the original work and license their new creations under identical terms.
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