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for four or more pitched instruments



Performance Instructions

Blurry Line is an exercise in heterophony. Each performer plays the same melodic line from the
same score, but with rhythms of their choosing. (Rhythms do not have to be regular!) Phrases are
marked by barlines; each phrase should start more or less together, with all the performers entering
within a couple of seconds of each other. As the phrase continues, they can diverge further if they
so choose. (You may want to make decisions as an ensemble about how much divergence you
want to allow.)

Tempo markings ("slow," "moderate" and "fast") are deliberately vague; don't try to coordinate a
single tempo for all performers!

The piece can be played by any group of four or more pitched instruments. The score includes
versions written in treble clef and bass/tenor clef; these are identical except for their range,

and performers are welcome to use whichever one they prefer. If the range of the line moves
outside the practical range of your instrument, feel free to switch octaves as necessary. The score
also includes treble-clef versions in two common transpositions.

Expressive effects such as portamento, vibrato, fluttertongue, etc. are encouraged!

Play with any rhythm of your choice.
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Don't synchronize with the other players.

-

@QE Hold until every performer has arrived at this note,

3 then all release together.

A~ : , . .

Hold until every performer has arrived at this note;

%@E then all continue holding ad lib before releasing together.

9 L gZ— Play consistent note values in regular rhythm.

o1 G,e® Don't synchronize your tempo with the other performers.

s all performers pause together briefly
s all performers pause together for a bit longer
999 all performers pause together for long enough to convey a break between major sections



Treble Clef Version — Concert Pitch
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Bass/Tenor Clef Version — Concert Pitch

BILURRY L

1
NE Alex Temple

Slow o) — ~
o , ) o ,
/be © ’ be be /D b./,—m o
. o | 1 P DO ad o D@ o
- o he s o o —be
& ®
melancholy, like a neo-noir f

film score (think Chinatown
or Taxi Driver)

, ~

| T~ S S SN
/ be @ 7® ® He EL he) ~

@ Moderate Fast
~
he o | ©° o fe » he /?0 /?i fo
st o o * e r
| LA | | | |

PP — p _—_——— PP mp Ppp delicate

Fast
o ohele “tele tele Jhele’ Jhate “hale telte iede
SE = = = = F = = >
ppp
, J—
o): e e e . " Fo . fe b ﬁo/—\k
/ - fote be fo fe fe— -

P sensuous and lyrical

3
<




2 Blurry Line

Fast
— /_\ - i
24 bo be b g, be e, #’; 9 e e /\h' Fo
) ' 5 SEES . . -

Accel. >

I IR
} } ' } [ |-
repeat ad lib. n

> Slow
h!,\' he ’
5 o
pp

vast and overwhelming

 [Slow

TP, — b

be

e

Luy
]

B ==

v v
|
E= g
|

Py 0
w d

e ey, yo ® b &qh,'@‘ e

./.ff P ———

> Slow Moderate

45N
|'"= lDO o ” ) } L } i ﬁ/:(:
4 be ho He fi® g N® qo—t
be g — o " i

‘e 4 Ve O [d
§iid PPP like and afterthought ———n
June 2, 2022

Tempe, AZ and
Chicago, IL



Treble Clef Version |u lUj W |u I
1
Transposed for instruments in B, B r RR ' NE

Alex Temple

Slow :
A A ’ L A ’ | A

P’ A O D P O
(e e "bo et e

-
'ﬂafme/ancho/y, like a neo-noir ﬂ f

film score (think Chinatown
or Taxi Driver)

dJ o ®77 17 e be
mf mp ——————— p
@ Moderate Fast
0 o AN » : : . 7
A oo i Ho o fele—gted® fete® Hede
@ - T n il v - T ' L T ' ? bl ? bl T ﬁ. hal ]
i mp
M’<}7> m mde/icate
Moderate - ”
o) #9 o fo
)’ A Iy L '
[y o A A d
mp

|
!

Fast
##?- o d e oy J d o flo
9 ! ! - - 1 1 -
ppp
Moderate
n : T
o L #‘ ' '

P sensuous and lyrical

3
<




blurry line

@ Fast

A
DS r * ”
S tete oo be, jo——fefo Tl Toialie “Liale “Lialle
i o i 1o P LN P ol 1 S onf ”
mp mf S——f
Accel. >
A : 299
)4 o P T P o P P Y iy
y 4 lec® Hete® eos® Lot 7 e ® ®
SR e e
e —— ]
repeat ad lib.
Fast » |Slow
TN by ﬁo ?
- : ® o | 1 ® : . '
- - be o e
Jr Pp
vast and overwhelming
Fast » |Slow
9
) e e ke ho
X —"
hul hul # ' .”'

D

e
[ ]

> |Slow Moderate
o 999 -~
I‘\ | }I } ] ‘ I‘be | I“l\
@i‘ /ﬁe e —~—— e ave——Le "0
be b e o e " he T
Niid PPpp like an afterthought —n
June 2, 2022

Tempe, AZ and
Chicago, IL



preble Clefversion B".L WRRW |I.L NE
1
Transposed for instruments in E, ' I

Alex Temple
Slow ~ — ~
0 o © ’ be o o ’ Q/'_bl\l © ’
P A 2 | 1 P DO A P D@ o
[(an - —— ® g >
Ve -
-ﬂfme/ancho/y, like a neo-noir .ff f
film score (think Chinatown
or Taxi Driver)
)
fo
T — A o T
e P— M P—t) °
P o 1
mf’ mp ———— p
@ Moderate Fast
~ ;
”
o) Heug ; #2 fo ﬁe » m‘ m‘ m‘ 'ﬂ\’i
)’ 4 L 4® uf JVRE - J e L L P - 1 oH @M T L —a@n
Wﬂi#lniﬂn—# ’ s fe
; won 1 | | 1
PP—— p —— PP mp PPPp delicate
Moderate fo ~
— fo fo 9
f L R — — —
7 . te fo
P ——— mp —————— Pp mp

_n
QO
%)
?T—t
E= -
)
e

I
Y

XX
= = =
»
3
3
XX
==
N,
3
A
9
= =
»
X
(19
A J
X
E =
»
[1®
XX
= = -
»
X
3

7%

Moderate 7 0
) . h!ﬁ. L #,'ﬁ'!‘/_\;

T - huf " o
T ”U

[

T

P sensuous and lyrical




2 blurry line @
/_11\ - Fast
D patele T hebe, 7 we™Hele v T S e (adke
y i FRSd 1 He i — i oy Ria
G) ' i | 1 "
Y mp mf JS——I s
Accel. >
D atele Gotele ftete, Gopsie|, fotee, foiee
L LY NP el 11 FVR - Joth AN N~ P - s o ;
A . 3e re e =
\Q\)y 1 \ 1 \
. -
repeat ad lib. n
@ Fast ~|Slow
‘/B_!\ ‘/\. | h!/\‘ #g 9
N L4 = : e
ALV b b he
Q) T Ve
pp
vast and overwhelming
Fast » \Slow
/\
A P S P T
’L, - hl hul I " ﬂe
[ fan T P '
Nia prp
@ Fast >
— /'\
ie fe te | e = 2 T
— _ _ el _ — — v /_\
H — — — e — 2 h‘ o = = = 2 — ‘/g\' _ p he ‘
(s : — 1 ® —* o —
'[ff pp ———
> |Slow Moderate
T 1 ~ bl he |
d 1 o @ T~ T P | | o
#. = == e R
~ be— < be £ 4
o o \
‘ﬂf PPpP like an afterthought — h
June 2, 2022

Tempe, AZ and
Chicago, IL



